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Dear Readers,
As the year draws to a 

close and thoughts turn to 
our friends and family at 
home, I would like to take 
this opportunity to refl ect 
on the year we have shared 
together in EUFOR. I do so 
with a sense of pride in what 
we all have achieved. 

Great effort has been 
put into our core role of 
Capacity Building and 
Training (CB&T) for the 
Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina (AFBiH). 
In November the bridge opening in Donje Detlak 
represented the culmination of a long training 
project, as the AFBiH engineers used the skills they 
have learned to make a real difference to the local 
community. This was an example of the dedication 
that has been demonstrated by the CB&T branch 
throughout their work this year. Looking forward, the 
introduction of the European Union methodology for 
Capability Based Assessment of Armed Forces is a key 
development which will facilitate the identifi cation 
and prioritisation of capability gaps in future. 

Another area where EUFOR has contributed to 
the AFBiH and Bosnia and Herzegovina is the advice 
and training we have given to the AFBiH as they 
continue the drive to destroy unsafe ammunition and 
improve ammunition storage sites. With our support 
this year the AFBiH have increased the rate at which 
they destroy dangerous ammunition, and gained more 
personnel who can identify it.

The centrepiece of 
the EUFOR calendar 
was Exercise Quick 
Response 15. The 
exercise was a very 
public display of 
what we are capable 
of as a mission. 
The personnel of 
EUFOR alongside the 
Intermediate Reserve 
companies showed 
the professionalism 
it demanded. This, 
alongside our other 

exercises such as Operation Rehearsal Level One 
and the recent Pegasus Autumn, have been essential 
to ensuring we remain ready at all times to fulfi l our 
mission. 

The unanimous renewal of the EUFOR UN Security 
Council Mandate on November the 10th signals that 
2016 will be an opportunity to build upon this year’s 
progress. I expect it to be busy and challenging. 

On a fi nal note, I would like to recognise those who 
work running and maintaining the Camp Butmir site. 
The European Defence Agency report of November 
this year confi rmed my view that the camp facilities 
are run effi ciently and effectively. The civilians we 
have involved in every facet of our work contribute 
hugely to the success of our mission.

I wish you and your families a Happy New Year,

Major General Johann Luif
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At the end of January, the helicopter medevac team (Austria) 
of EUFOR together with the MNBN conducted an exercise at 
Mount Trebević. The scenario was that 3 soldiers of the MNBN 
were injured during a car accident while conducting a patrol. One 
soldier was fatally injured and two suffered minor injuries. 

In 45 minutes to the hospital

While giving fi rst aid the comrades of the injured soldiers sent 
an emergency call to the MNBN headquarters at Camp Butmir. 
The Medevac Helicopter, Alouette III, immediately started and 
arrived 15 minutes later at the snowy and stormy spot. The doctor 
took over and prepared the injured for transport. Exactly 45 
minutes after the initial emergency call the helicopter took off for 
the hospital in Sarajevo. 

Bad weather conditions were very challenging 

“We faced heavy squalls and snowfalls and had a bad visibility. 
This rescue was really challenging for the medics as well as for 
me!” said the Austrian pilot, the Battalion Commander, Lieutenant 
Colonel Manfred Scheucher, added: “A quick and reliable medical 
evacuation for my soldiers is crucial. We have to train under 
realistic conditions whenever possible. I am very satisfi ed with the 
outcome of this exercise!”

EUFOR’s medevac team 
trained together with MNBN

On 12 January 2015 COM 
EUFOR, Major General Johann 
Luif; the Charge d’Affairs of the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia Embassy, Mr Dimitar 
Mitrevsky; and EUFOR Senior 
National Representatives gathered 
at the Monument Park in Camp 
Butmir to commemorate the death 
of 11 soldiers from the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
who died in a helicopter crash 7 
years ago.

On 14 January 2015 the Turkish 
infantry company of the EUFOR 
Multinational Battalion (MNBN) 
conducted a fi eld training exercise.

COM EUFOR, Major General 
Johann Luif, as part of his 
inaugural tour, has paid visits 
to the EUFOR Liaison and 
Observation Teams (LOT). 

JANUARY

MEDEVAC Helicopter training
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The High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy/Vice-President of the European Commission, 
Federica Mogherini, visited EUFOR headquarters at Camp Butmir, on 
23 February, as part of her visit to Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

High Representative/Vice President Federica Mogherini was 
welcomed by a guard of honour at the EUFOR headquarters before 
attending a brief on EUFOR’s mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
given by Major General Johann Luif, Commander EUFOR. The Senior 
National Representatives of all 22 Troop Contributing Nations were 
also in attendance.

Commander EUFOR informed the HR/VP on the main aspects 
of EUFOR’s presence in Bosnia and Herzegovina, underlining the 
challenges and achievements in the fi eld of capacity building and 
training support to the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
“EUFOR is a strong and visible sign of the EU presence in country and 
as such it gives a message of reinforced commitment from the side of 
the EU”, Major General Luif said. 

HR/VP Mogherini thanked Major General Luif and all the Senior 
National Representatives for the contribution EUFOR and the Troop 
Contributing Nations continue to make in supporting Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, as the country prepares to take a step forward on its EU 
integration path.
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From 16 - 19 February 

2015 The Turkish Platoon of 
the EUFOR Multinational 
Battalion (MNBN) conducted 
peacekeeping training with 
the Bosnian Armed Forces at 
Prijedor in the northwest of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

On 20 February 2015 in 
Camp Butmir, Sarajevo, the 
command of the Multinational 
Battalion of EUFOR was 
handed over. 

In February this year the Civil 
and Military Cooperation 
Team of the Austrian 
Contingent organized the fi nal 
tournament of the multi-ethnic 
“Austrian Youth Indoor Cup 
2015”. 

HR/VP Federica 
Mogherini visits 
EUFOR HQ

FEBRUARY

HR/VP Federica Mogherini inspects EUFOR Honour Guard
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On 30 April 2015, Brigadier General András Szűcs 
completed his 14 month tenure as the Chief of Staff of 
EUFOR. He formally handed over to Brigadier General 
Zoltán Mihócza during a Handover Takeover Ceremony at 
Camp Butmir.

Brigadier General Mihócza joins EUFOR from Hungary 
where he held the post of Deputy Chief of Staff, Joint Forces 
Command, Hungarian Defence Forces. From 2011 until 2013 
he served as the Hungarian Military Representative to NATO 
and the EU Military Committees in Brussels.

Speaking at the ceremony Brigadier General Mihócza said, 
“It is a real pleasure to work in an international organisation 
that shares a common cause and works together for the future 
progress and development of Bosnia and Herzegovina”.

The ceremony was hosted by Major General Johann 
Luif, the Commander of EUFOR. Also in attendance were 
His Excellency Mr Lars-Gunnar Wigemark, Head of the 
EU Delegation and EU Special Representative in BiH, 
Deputy MOD Emir Suljagić, Major General Sándor Fucsku, 
Commander of the Joint Force Command of the Hungarian 
Armed Forces, and other offi cials from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, the European Union and many other countries.

EUFOR Chief of Staff 
Handover Takeover Ceremony

On 3 April 2015 the Mayor of Derventa, 
Mayor, Milorad Simić opened the newly 
completed bridge in the village of Lužani, 
also present were EUFOR’s Deputy 
Chief of Staff Capacity Building and 
Training, Colonel Hakar Soner Aplak, 
representatives of the Armed Forces of 
BiH and a number of local residents.

On 7 April 2015 Commander EUFOR, 
Major General Johann Luif, paid a visit to 
the BiH Ministry of Defence (MOD) and 
was welcomed by the Minister of Defence 
BiH, Marina Pendeš. Also present were 
Deputy Ministers, Boris Jerinić and Emir 
Suljagić.

On 14 April 2015 the annual Assembly 
of Red Cross Novo Sarajevo Municipality 
took place. In attendance were 
representatives and members of the local 
branch of Red Cross Novo Sarajevo, 
invited guests and Red Cross supporters.

APRIL

From left: Incoming COS Brigadier General Zoltán Mihócza, COM EUFOR, outcoming COS Brigadier General András Szűcs
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From 18 -  29 May, a MAHE (Military Assistance in Humanitairian 
Emergencies) Exercize was conducted in Derventa. The exercise came 
close to being a real situation as heavy rain raised the risk of fl ooding 
during the two weeks.

Civil and Military Organizations combine in Crisis Centre

Austrian and Slovenian personnel part of a EUFOR Mobile Monitoring 
Team trained engineers from Armed Forces Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
during an exercise simulating heavy rain and earthquakes in the area 
around the river Ukrina. As the exercise started, the military forces co-
operated with the local Civil Protection Department, Fire Department, 
Police and the Red Cross to establish a Crisis Centre.

As the exercise continued, heavy rain started to threaten the area. 

Heavy rain threatens real fl ooding 

The civilian and military forces involved in the exercise prepared 
themselves to respond to a real fl ooding risk, bringing themselves to full 
readiness to support the local area. Fortunately, conditions improved and 
the river calmed, and the participants were able to fi nish the exercise 
without further incidents.

Arming with knowledge

EUFOR uses Mobile Training Teams such as the one used in this 
exercise to assist in developing the skills of the Armed Forces of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, training them to respond to humanitarian emergencies 
such as fl ooding. EUFOR’s contribution in this area is an essential 
element of its efforts within Bosnia and Herzegovina.

 EUFOR Disaster 
Relief Training 
Exercise almost 
turned real

On 14 May 2015 the Turkish 
contingent via its Liason 
Observation Team (LOT) 
in Travnik donated new 
equipment to the maternity 
department of Travnik 
hospital. 

From 18 - 29 May 
2015 a MAHE (Military 
Assistance in Humanitairian 
Emergencies) Exercise was 
conducted in Derventa. The 
exercise came close to being 
a real situation as heavy rain 
raised the risk of fl ooding 
during the two weeks.

On 26 May 2015 40 
personnel from the Austrian 
and Turkish contingents were 
presented with their European 
Union Common Security 
and Defence Policy Service 
Medal Operation Althea by 
COS EUFOR, Brigadier 
General Zoltán Mihócza.

MAY

Disaster relief trainig discussions
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On 10 July, Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal visited EUFOR 
personnel based in Camp Butmir, Sarajevo.

Commander EUFOR Major General Johann Luif greeted The Princess 
Royal with an Honour Guard, alongside NATO and UK representatives. The 
Princess then spoke with Major General Luif and Commander NATO HQ 
Sarajevo, Brigadier General Giselle Wilz about the role of EUFOR and NATO 
within Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Princess Royal proceeded to pay her respects at a memorial 
commemorating British personnel who lost their lives during active service in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The visit concluded with The Princess Royal meeting UK nationals, both 
armed forces and civilian, at a small reception in Camp Butmir. 

A number of the guests present had met with her previously in their military 
careers, and shared their memories with the Princess.

Wing Commander Heather Millar of the Royal Air Force, at the time Senior 
National Representative for UK armed forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina said, 

“It was a real honour and privilege for the UK personnel to meet HRH 
The Princess Royal at Camp Butmir today. She had a genuine interest in our 
important work, showing her continued support for the British Armed Forces 
around the world. 

The visit of Her Royal Highness was a great boost for morale and has left 
the contingent in Sarajevo feeling highly valued and appreciated”.
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On 22 July 2015 His 
Excellency Mr Kazuya 
Ogawa, the new 
Ambassador of Japan to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
visited COM EUFOR 
Major General Johann Luif. 

On 31 July 2015  a 
closing ceremony for 
Romanian led APRA (a 
multiple launch rocket 
system) training course 
was held, celebrating the 
successful completion of 
the courses by AFBiH 
personnel. This closing 
ceremony encompassed 
the third iteration of the 
System Handling and 
Maintenance Course’ and 
the second and third level 
Maintenance Course.

HRH The Princess Royal visits EUFOR

JULY

Her Royal Highness Princess Royal signs EUFOR guest book at the entrance of Building 200
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On 12 August 2015 a ceremony was 
held marking the change of command of 
the Multinational Battalion. Lieutenant 
Colonel Michael Köck handed over to 
Lieutenant Colonel Reinhard Bacher 
during the event which took place in the 
Blackhawk hangar. 

On 19 August 2015 the Austrian Chief 
of the Defence Staff General Othmar 
Commenda visited EUFOR Camp 
Butmir. Greeted with an Honor Guard, 
General Commenda proceeded to an 
offi ce call with COM EUFOR Major 
General Johann Luif.

On 31 August 2015 a fl ag lowering 
ceremony took place in EUFOR Camp 
Butmir, recognising the ending of 
the French military presence within 
EUFOR. Deputy of the French 
Ambassador, Madame Catherine Veber 
and Warrant Offi cer Gueneau of the 
French Defence Attache attended the 
ceremony. 

Multinational 
Battalion 
Hungarian 
Company Full 
Operational 
Capability

On 18 August, the Hungarian company of the EUFOR 
Multinational Battalion took part in an evaluation exercise held 
in Rajlovac barracks. In a specially prepared area the Hungarian 
company encountered a realistic scenario, and were given tasks 
by the Multinational Battalion staff. 

As part of the one year rotational system the Hungarian 
Company have taken over responsibility from their Austrian 
counterparts. The evaluation exercise was designed to prove that 
the company could meet Full Operational capability and are able 
to fulfi l all tasks given to them. 

The scenario included elements of Crowd Riot Control and 
the clearance of explosives. The company was also tested in 
its ability to evacuate people, including casualties. After the 
exercise concluded the Multinational Battalion staff analysed the 
performance of the Hungarian company.

The Commanding Offi cer of the Multinational Battalion, 
Lieutenant Colonel Reinhard Bacher said,

‘It was very interesting to compare the Crowd Riot Control 
techniques used by the Hungarian company and the Austrian 
methods. I am very satisfi ed with the motivation and commitment 
displayed by each soldier under my command during the Full 
Operational Capability evaluation. As such I certify that the 
Hungarian company have reached Full Operational Capability!’

AUGUST

Crowd Riot Control training









     

 
 

 
      
     

     
      

     
      

      
       

    
    

      
   
    

       
        

       
         

          
        

        
        
       

         
       

       
       

         
          

        
       

          
       

    

   
   
   

   
    

   
    

    
   

   
  

  
  

   
   

       
        

            
 

        
        

          
         

            
        

       
          
         

         
      

         

   

19

The Commander of the 
European Union Force (COM 
EUFOR), Major General Johann 
Luif, welcomed The High 
Representative for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Dr Valentin Inzko, 
to the EUFOR Headquarters on 3 
December. This important visit not 
only marked the 20th Anniversary 
of the signing of the Dayton Peace 
Agreement, but also supported 
EUFOR Headquarter’s Staff 
Offi cer training, by maintaining 
an essential understanding of 
the joint signifi cance of the High 
Representative; the Dayton Peace 
Agreement; and the EUFOR 
Mandate. The visit started with 
a formal welcome meeting with 

COM EUFOR followed by a 
meeting with EUFOR Division 
Chefs and personnel. 

 COM EUFOR considered it a 
great privilege to be able to host 
the High Representative at EUFOR 
Headquarters. He looked forward 
to hearing His Excellency’s 
address on the Offi ce of the High 
Representative and the important 
role it continues to play in support 
of the Dayton Peace Agreement. 

 The High Representative, 
together with the Offi ce of the High 
Representative here in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, were created in 1995 
immediately after the signing of 
the Dayton Peace Agreement.

DECEMBER
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Dr Valentin Inzko, visits Camp Butmir

COM EUFOR welcomes the High Representative to EUFOR HQ, Camp Butmir

On 7 December 2015 the 
European Union Force (EUFOR) 
Headquarters in Camp Butmir 
welcomed the Joint Staff of 
the Armed Forces of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (AFBiH) to a 
EUFOR Capability Building & 
Training Division brief. The focus 
was to consider how to support the 
AFBiH capability building, going 
forward.

On 2 December 2015 EUFOR 
conducted two parades presenting 
personnel who have been part of 
the EUFOR Althea mission with 
their medals.




